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Thanks to you, New Eyes helped 8,090 children and adults in need in the United States and over 
200,000 individuals living in poverty across the world to see clearly in our 2016-17 fiscal year. 
  
You've changed so many  lives.  

Because of you: 
- Jessie in Oklahoma  found a new job as a welding apprentice.   
- Terrell improved his grades and behavior in his 4th grade class in New Jersey. 
- Gerald in Virginia can use the bus  to reach his local senior center. 
- Roseline rebuilt her craft business in Haiti after the hurricane. 

And there are thousands of other stories of improved lives because of your support. 

This report highlights how you have made deep impacts on the lives of the needy in the last 
year. It's a testament to you and your efforts to improve lives through the critical yet simple tool 
of eyeglasses.  Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to spread clear vision here in
the U.S. and throughout the world. 

Jean Gajano 
Executive Director



DID YOU KNOW? 
Approximately 8.2 million Americans with vision loss are poor or 
near poor. 

Thanks to your support, New Eyes 
provided new eyeglasses to 8,090 

individuals in need in 48 states in the 
United States in 2016-17!

New Eyes serviced residents in every state except for 
Rhode Island and Montana. The states of California, 

Kentucky, Virginia, Maine and New Jersey represent the 
highest demand for New Eyes glasses. 

(Source: American Foundation for the Blind)



DID YOU KNOW? 
600 million people in the developing world are vision impaired.

Because of you, New Eyes distributed   
219,575 used glasses to the poor in 
32 developing countries in 2016-17!

Belize  
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Cambodia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Fiji 
Ghana

Guatemala 
Haiti 
Honduras
India  
Laos 
Liberia 
Malawi 
Mexico 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
Nicaragua

Nigeria 
Philippines 
Rwanda 
South Africa
Sri Lanka 
Tanzania 
Togo 
Uganda 
Vietnam 
Zambia

(Source: World Health Organization)
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Used Glasses: Your Impact Across the World 

Thank you on behalf of the people of Kenya. Your 
partnership offered new eyes to the poor and 
underserved of Rural Kisumu county.  Of note, we 
encountered lots of school children with vision problems 
who for years were barely able to read the blackboard 
and never had a vision exam at teen ages. 
 -Dorothy L. Were, FNP-BC, Iplea International

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to help people 
raise their standard of living. Being able to see what is 
around us makes life better, and a simple gift of glasses is 
an easy way to make a difference in someone's life. This 
year, I traveled to Laos, in the south in Savanakhet 
province. I took two hundred pairs of reading glasses that 
were distributed to individuals, village elders, temples and 
a hospital. This is a poor farming region and the glasses 
were a welcome gift. Thanks for your service. 
- Joe Tompko, Love Laos

We thank you for the eye glasses which allowed the eye 
doctors to provide care for the poor in Lascahobas, 
Haiti.The people of the community of Lascahobas and its 
environment will be eternally grateful to New Eyes for the 
Needy.  
- Estelle Dubuisson, President, Friends of the Children of
Lascahobas, Haiti Inc.

'The Mercer on Mission: Cambodia' team 
returned to the United States last week. With the 
help of New Eyes, we were able to serve over 
1,588 patients over 8 clinic days in rural Kampot, 
Cambodia, providing medical, dental and eye 
care. It was an amazing, life-changing experience 
for all the medical, pharmacy, undergraduate 
students and patients involved, and we 
appreciate your contribution to our trip.  
- Deanna Joe 
Mercer University School of Medicine 
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Click here for our 2016-17 
 Audited Financial Statement
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$358,098

Program 
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$176,557

2016-17 Financials

https://www.new-eyes.org/financial-statement/


BY THE NUMBERS

People whose vision has improved since 
1932 thanks to New Eyes glasses 

8,705, 637 412,516

8,090

321

3 3
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Eyeglasses purchased by New Eyes 
in the U.S. since 1932

People in the U.S. who received glasses 
 from New Eyes in 2016-17 

Volunteers: sorters, 
administrative helpers, 

acknowledgers, jewelry pricers, 
jewelry sales, high school 

students and corporate  groups 

Board Trustees 
hailing from AZ, CA, MA,

NJ, and WA

College Interns Staff Positions

Mission: Eyeglasses

16

212,575

New Eyes used eyeglasses distributed in 32 
countries in 2016-17



VOLUNTEERS 
 

Since 1932, volunteers have been an integral part of New Eyes. They are exceptional in their dedication, 
enthusiasm and energy and come from all walks of life: retirees, Boy and Girl Scouts, working adults, 
high school students, civic and corporate groups and more. Some even meet, fall in love and get 
married (see Carol and Dave, below right)! They fundraise, sponsor used glasses collection drives, 
answer emails and phones, sort and classify used glasses, acknowledge donations, manage our 
Fabulous Finds thrift store and more. Thanks to their time and talents, New Eyes can accomplish all 
that it does year in and year out!

........make it possible



FUN(d)RAISING

We hosted our 4th Annual 
Rockin' for New Eyes concert at 
the Hard Rock Cafe in Times 
Square raising over $200,000! 
Thanks to the many performers 
and generous sponsors who hail 
from the optical industry, we 
had a fun and music-filled 
evening with proceeds going to 
provide new eyeglasses to 
individuals in need in the United 
States. 

Rockin' for New Eyes 2016

Kids Rock for Vision 2016

Celebrating its 9th year, Kids 
Rock for Vision was another 
night of rock music success, this 
time performed by incredibly 
talented local teen musicians. 
Since its inception in 2009, Kids 
Rock has raised $60,000 to 
provide new glasses to needy 
children living  in the United 
States.  Many thanks to the teen 
singers and musicians and to 
School of Rock Chatham for 
their continued support and 
sponsorship of this great event.

New Eyes glasses and the clear 
vision they provide bring joy and 
purpose  to the lives of children 
and adults in need. And that's 
why our goal is to bring joy and 
purpose to our fundraising!



SUPPORT

New Eyes supporters enable us to serve thousands 
of children and adults in need. We thank you all 

for your generosity, advice, guidance and assistance 
in impacting lives through clear vision.  

Click to view all our 
2016-17 supporters  

http://www.new-eyes.org/thank-you-donors
http://www.new-eyes.org/donors-2016-17


Susan M. Dyckman, 
Co-President 
Rachel Weinberger, 
Co-President  
Marianne Muench Busby,  
Vice President 
Barbara Daney, CPA 
Treasurer 

John Alofs 
Marie Cavanaugh 
Denise Brown-Mogil 
Douglas M. Cohen, Esq. 
Diana A. Epstein 
Anand Shah 
Rupal Shah 
Aspasia Shappet 
Peter Taggart 
Kristine Van Amsterdam 
Leonard Werner, O.D. 
Deborah Wyman 
John J. Dalton, Trustee Emeritus 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

STAFF 
Jean Gajano 
Executive Director

Sally Golding 
Volunteer Manager

Tamsin Morrison 
Voucher Coordinator

Kathy Ketley 
Voucher Coordinator

ADVISORY BOARD

Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Honorary Chair 
Clelia Biamonti, Phd. 
Brad Galle 
Nikos Monoyios 
Lawrence A. Ragone, 
O.D. 
Michelle Sullivan 
Wynne Whitman, Esq.

Nathan Bram, Jillian Srygley, 
Jessica Rinato  
Interns

new-eyes.org

Susan Rodbart 
Voucher Coordinator

http://www.new-eyes.org/

